
Dear Parents,

I feel fortunate to have worked with your children this year. It has been an amazing privilege to witness the 
tremendous progress and growth they have made since August. They are confident in their abilities and eager to 
learn more! 

As summer arrives, I want to encourage you to continue to engage your child in learning experiences on a daily 
basis. Academic growth often stagnates or even regresses during the summer, leading to struggles at the start of 
the new school year. Dedicating time each day to educational activities can lead to big successes next year. To 
that end, several of you have asked for suggestions on how to promote continued learning during the summer 
months. I have compiled some ideas and resources below that I hope you will find useful.

I plan to continue to update our class web site, http://bowenpeters.weebly.com, over the summer. I have created a 
“summer activities” page where I will post more suggestions and resources as I come across them. Please feel 
free to check in and see what is new.

Thank you again for all of your support this school year. I hope you and your child will stay in touch and visit all 
of us at Peters in the future. Please do not hesitate to contact me if there is anything I can do for your family. Have  
a wonderful summer!

Sincerely,

Emmet Bowen
918-357-6721
bowen.emmet@unionps.org

Reading and Writing

In order for children to progress as readers, it is critical that they read “just right” books every day. Here are some 
suggestions:

• Encourage your child to read 30-60 minutes each day and keep a “reader's response” journal about what 
they read. 

• Read the same book as your child and discuss what you read. You may be surprised by how much your 
child shares!

Summer reading programs are a great way to encourage daily reading. Here is information about a few programs:

• Tulsa-County Public Library Summer Reading Program – Read and win prizes. Many events are also 
scheduled at area libraries. Program runs from May 21 through July 28. 
http://teens.tulsalibrary.org/tccl/summer-reading-program    

• Barnes and Noble Summer Reading Challenge – Students who read at least 8 books and complete a 
journal earn a free book. http://www.barnesandnoble.com/summerreading/index.asp

• Scholastic Summer Challenge – Students who read and log their minutes will be eligible for prizes 
awarded by Scholastic. Ends September 30. http://www.scholastic.com/summer/

Try to promote writing as a meaningful extension of summer activities. Here are some ideas:

• Have your child write letters/postcards to family and friends throughout the summer. 

• Make a scrapbook of summer activities and encourage your child to keep a diary or journal of events.
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Math

Try to incorporate mathematical thinking into everyday activities. Shopping, baking a cake, and even planning for 
a trip all involve math. Below are links to some online math resources that reinforce skills and concepts.

• Sumdog –  I have signed our class up for the Sumdog Summer Challenge. Children can continue to play 
games against classmates and other students using their username/password. http://www.sumdog.com

• IXL Math – A virtual math tutoring site. The free version limits the number of questions that can be 
attempted each day. The subscription-based service is unlimited and offers detailed mastery reports. 
http://www.ixl.com/

• Khan Academy – Hundreds of concise tutorial-style videos about math, science, and more. Register to 
take advantage of the site's guided math exercises and to view mastery reports.   
http://www.khanacademy.org/exercisedashboard

• thatquiz – A math practice site that allows you to customize the content, difficulty, and number of 
problems you want to attempt. http://www.thatquiz.org

• Figure This – An assortment of interesting problems with hints and solutions. Use these questions as a 
“problem of the day” challenge. http://figurethis.org/index.html

Science

Science is all about observing the world around us and asking questions. Consider helping your child conduct at 
least one science experiment every week. Below are resources for cheap and easy experiments that promote 
inquiry.

• Home Science Experiments – Science experiments that can be done with everyday objects.
http://scifun.chem.wisc.edu/homeexpts/homeexpts.html
http://www.kids-science-experiments.com/
http://www.sciencebob.com/experiments/index.php
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/experiments.html
http://www.hunkinsexperiments.com/
http://www.billnye.com/for-kids-teachers/home-demos/
http://www.funology.com/science-experiments/

• Steve Spangler Science – This is one of my favorite science web sites. Sign up for the newsletter to 
receive an “experiment of the week” email. Includes concise videos of most experiments along with step-
by-step instructions and explanations. http://www.stevespanglerscience.com/experiments

• Exploratorium – Hundreds of science activities and explorations with detailed instructions, diagrams, and 
explanations. http://www.exploratorium.edu/explore/

Social Studies

In 6th grade, students will study world geography with a focus on the western hemisphere.

• If your family travels, take time to learn about the history and geography of the place(s) you visit. If you 
are really brave, let your child use a map to help you navigate!
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