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     In October, the Peters playground is 
scheduled to be remodeled. This was 
originally planned to be done during the 
summer, but Mrs. Weese said it was 
delayed because crews were on other 
projects and construction costs are less 
in the fall. Mrs. Weese said she was 

told it will take about four months to 
complete, depending on the weather 
and available materials. 
     All the old equipment in the gym-
nastics area behind the swings will be  
removed. This includes the  balance 
beam, balance steps, and metal bars.  

Paw Prints to be 
Printed for Students 
by Gianna Bresciano, 5th Grade 
Editor-in-Chief 
 

    This year, Paw Prints will be deliv-
ered in print format to all students in 
Pre-K through fifth grades. 
     Last year, we delivered Paw Prints 
digitally but some students stated that 
they couldn’t access it. 
     This change is possible due to the 
donation of paper by parents. This 
month’s paper is sponsored by John 
Stewart, who is the grandfather of first 
grader Logan Heinemann and fourth 
grader Lilly Heinemann. 
      Paw Prints is published every 
month and a half. Make sure to watch 
the announcements to see when the 
next issue will be published. 

An illustration of the new playground equipment to be installed behind the swings. 

August/September, 2021 

     Staff shortages in the cafeteria have 
affected students’ lunch choices the 
first few weeks of school. According to 
café manager Mrs. Rhonda, the cafete-
ria has only three staff but needs five. 
     “We start preparing meals the day 
before so we are not short on food,” 
Mrs. Rhonda said. The café orders the 
food a week ahead of time and gets 
deliveries on Mondays. Mrs. Rhonda 
said the cafeteria has all the food ready 
to cook, but with fewer staff there is 
not enough time to make all of it. 
     Some students said they are not hap-
py about only having one lunch choice 
some days. 
     “It’s weird when they will only have 
one (choice) and it is usually the choice 
I don’t like,” third grader Jameson 
Werts said. 

     Since the salad bar is close due to 
COVID, the cafeteria’s staff is going to 
start a mobile salad tray. It will have 
fruits and vegetables and will go up and 
down the aisles bringing food to stu-
dents. 
     The cafeteria is still looking for 
workers. Anyone who would like to 
apply to be a part of the cafeteria staff 
can contact the Peters office. 

Cafeteria Staff Shortages Affect Lunches 
by Mackenzie Kupp and Mia Thomas, 4th Grade 

     The railroad ties surrounding the 
entire playground will be replaced and 
the pea gravel will be replaced with 
rubber wood chips similar to the Pre-K 
playground. 
     The zipline will not be replaced. Ms. 
Amber said it has been disabled be-
cause of safety issues. The swings will 
be moved down in its place. 
     The big blue toy with monkey bars 
and blue slides will stay. Both geodesic 
domes and the red and gray monkey 
bars are not expected to be removed. 
     In the area behind the swings, a new 
big toy will be built. It will have slides, 
climbing obstacles, and monkey bars.      
The new toy will cost around $35,000. 
     During construction, kids will stay 
on the soccer field and track. They 
might also need to have inside recess. 
     “That will depend on how much 
equipment will be out on the grounds,” 
Mrs. Weese said. 
     According to Mrs. Weese, all Union 
schools are on a rotation for remodeling 
playgrounds. Last year was Anderson, 
and this year is Peters’ turn. 
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Peters Welcomes Students Back to School 
by Ellison Beeman and Lilly Heinemann, 4th Grade 

     All Union students from Pre-K 
through 12th grade will get free break-
fast and lunch for the rest of the school 
year. This is provided by a government 
program that helps pay for food.  
     Café manager Mrs. Rhonda said she 
has seen an increase in students getting 
breakfast and lunch this year. Last year, 
around 200 students were served each 
day, but this year the number is closer 
to 350 students. The cafeteria still uses 
cards to keep track of how many stu-
dents get breakfast and lunch. 
     Union provided “super snacks” at 
elementary schools last year because 
the district was trying to get food to 
families due to COVID. This was paid 
for through a grant. This year, super 
snacks are only given out the day be-
fore virtual days.  
     However, fruit and vegetable snacks 
are still served four days a week in the 
afternoons. 
     Fourth grader Keira Wilson said her 
favorite fruit snack is figs. 
     “They’re healthy for you, in my 
opinion,” she said. 

     School started on August 18 and as 
students returned to Peters, they real-
ized that there are some changes from 
last year. The most obvious difference 
this year is that there are more students 
in the building. There were 320 in-
person students last year and 40 in vir-
tual. This year, there are 395 in-person 
and only eight in virtual. 
     Students said they were glad to be 
back at school in person. 
      “I am very excited to be with all my 
friends, because I get to play with them 
and talk with them,” second grader 
Emilia Landgraf said. 
      “I like being in person better be-
cause I can meet friends,” first grader 
Willow Shell said.  
     Another change this year is the re-
turn of stations in art. There were no 
stations last year because of COVID. 
Students had to bring their own sup-
plies so kids would not share germs. 
     “I like stations because I get to do 
whatever I want to (do),” second grader 

Olivia Cantrell said. 
     The library is back open to classes 
this year. Last year, students couldn’t 
go into the library to check out books 
due to COVID. Instead, they used Des-
tiny to check out books and Mrs. Lampi 
brought the books to each class. Young-
er grades did not get to take books 
home because Mrs. Lampi said she was 
trying to keep germs away.  
     “I didn’t like library last year be-
cause we didn’t get to go in the library 
room,” first grader Devyn Leclair said. 
“But this year we do.”  
     All students can also take books 
home again this year. 
     At the beginning of the year, masks 
were optional, but that has now 
changed. Masks are required unless a 
guardian fills out a form. 
     “The safety guidelines were chang-
ing and COVID cases were rising for 
the Tulsa district,” Mrs. Heinemann 
said. 
      

Fourth grader Alex Howell arrives at 
school. Enrollment has increased from 320 
in-person students in 2020-2021 to 395 at 
the start of 2021-2022. Virtual enrollment 
has decreased from 40 last year to eight this 
year. 

Fifth grader Edward Perez enjoys lunch in the cafeteria. All students can get breakfast and 
lunch for free. There is still a small charge for seconds at lunch. 

All Students to Get Free Breakfast and Lunch in 2021-2022 
by Noah Blacet and Isaiah Franco-Portillo, 5th Grade 
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Weather Station  
Back Online 
by McKenzie Martin and Sage Shell,  
5th Grade 
 

     The Peters weather station is back 
online sending weather data to the in-
ternet.  
     The weather station is connected to 
the roof of the solarium. It measures 
temperature, wind, rain, and more. All 
of the data is updated every 15 seconds 
but it only sends data to the internet 
every two minutes. 
     Peters got the weather station in 
2015 from a Donors Choose grant. It 
has been disconnected from the internet 
for the past several years because of 
computer problems. 
     The weather station transmitter 
sends data to a receiver in Mr. Bowen’s 
room. The receiver is connected to a 
computer and the computer is connect-
ed to the internet. The computer also 
graphs the live weather data.  
     “Teachers can use the weather sta-
tion to get live weather data that they 
can use in their classrooms,” Mr. Bow-
en said. “It can also help them make 
decisions about recess. 
     Anyone can view the weather sta-
tion data by going to: 
https://www.wunderground.com/
dashboard/pws/KOKBROKE39 

     In early September, students in 
fourth and fifth grades tried out for aca-
demic team. Academic team is a com-
petition of knowledge where students 
try to answer questions as quickly as 
possible. 
     “It is fun way to take pride in your 
knowledge,” academic team sponsor 
Mr. Bowen said. “It also encourages 
students to always look for new things 
to learn.” 
     Last year, Peters did not have aca-
demic team due to COVID. 
     All fourth and fifth graders took a 
written test to try out. Students with the 
highest scores made it to buzzer tryouts. 
Mr. Bowen then selected students for 
one team in fourth grade and two teams 
in fifth grade. 
     The fourth grade academic team is 
Faith Gee, Mackenzie Kupp, Samuel 
Mayhill, Lilly Heinemann, Boston Rad-

cliffe, Brady Tanner, and Keira Wilson. 
     The fifth grade teams are Faith 
Amani, Noah Blacet, Abby Cordray-
Dixon, Emma Ferguson, Tanner Flipp, 
Kayla Foust, Isaiah Franco-Portillo, 
Corbyn Jensen, Eliah Molé, Nate Poe, 
and Caleb Young. Fifth grade alternates 
are Gianna Bresciano and Bella Holt. 
     Fifth grader Caleb Young said he 
likes learning new things in academic 
team. He said one new thing he learned 
was about Jamestown being the first 
permanent English colony in America. 
     “It’s funny, that same day we had 
questions (in class) about the first colo-
nies in America,” Caleb said. 
     The academic teams will have prac-
tices before school and during recess on 
Wednesdays. They will compete 
against other Union schools in the win-
ter and spring. 

Academic Team Resumes at Peters 
by Mackenzie Kupp, 4th Grade 

Peters Students Have First Virtual Day of 2021-2022 
by Aniston Helms, 5th Grade 

     All Union schools had a virtual day 
on September 29 and will have one vir-
tual day every 9 weeks. Those days are 
November 10, February 9, and March 
30. 
     According to Mrs. Weese, Union has 
virtual days this year in place of late 
start Fridays. Teachers collaborate with 
each other and look over student data to 
see what they need to teach students. 
     Teaching will not be live on Zoom 

on virtual days. Instead, some grade 
levels will do work online in Seesaw 
and other grades will have paper pack-
ets to work on. Work will be due the 
next day, and if it is not turned in, stu-
dents will be counted as absent for the 
virtual day.  
     First grade teacher Mrs. Wozniak 
said she thinks virtual days are neces-
sary. 
     “They will help us be prepared if we 

have to go distance learning again,” she 
said. 
     Fifth grader Elizabeth Johnson said 
the first virtual day was fun. 
     “My favorite part about the virtual 
day is that we could sleep in and eat 
whenever we want,” she said. 
    “I had to do homework but then I got 
to play on my iPad,” first grader Natalie 
Chaffin said. 

The Peters weather 
station is attached 
to the roof of the 
solarium. It 
measures tempera-
ture, wind speed, 
rainfall, and more. 
Data is sent to the 
internet. 

Fourth graders Faith Gee, Lilly Heinemann, Boston Radcliffe, and Nevaeh Hamilton discuss 
a math question at buzzer tryouts. One fourth grade team and two fifth grade teams were 
formed. 

https://www.wunderground.com/dashboard/pws/KOKBROKE39
https://www.wunderground.com/dashboard/pws/KOKBROKE39
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     Mrs. Rutz is a fifth grade teacher at 
Peters. She has taught third, fourth, and 
fifth grades for a total of 26 years. Yet, 
she has only taught at Peters for one — 
this year.  
     Mrs. Rutz also has worked as an 
Instructional Coach and a District Cur-
riculum Specialist.. She said she came 
back to teaching because she missed 

teaching students. 
     Mrs. Rutz said she became a teacher 
“because I like working with students 
to help them learn something they did 
not know.” 
     Her class is doing writing in a differ-
ent way this year. They watch her pre-
recorded lessons. The program is called 
Modern classroom. Students can move 
to the next lesson once they have 
demonstrated mastery. 
     “This encourages my students to 
work at their own pace,” Mrs. Rutz 
said. 
     In her free time, Mrs. Rutz said she 
likes to go on vacation. She has a dog 
named Parker who is a Yorkie.  
     Mrs. Rutz’s favorite subject to teach 
students is reading.  
     “It helps them and everything they 
do,” she said. 
     Fifth grader Kiyah McDonald said 
Mrs. Rutz is nice.  
     “She lets kids learn at their own 
pace,” Kiyah said. “She is helpful be-
cause if I’m confused she can explain 
it.” 

Meet Fifth Grade Teacher Mrs. Rutz 
by Eliah Molé, 5th Grade 

     Mr. Harris is one of the two fifth 
grade teachers. He has been a teacher 
for 30 years. He has taught at Skelly 
Elementary in Tulsa Public Schools and 
McAuliffe Elementary in Union. He 
has been at Peters for 11 years. He 
graduated from college at Northeastern 
State University. 
     Mr. Harris said he wanted to be a 
teacher because his parents were teach-
ers. They both taught at Tulsa Public 
Schools. 
     He said his favorite subject to teach 
is social studies because he likes teach-
ing the Bill of Rights. He likes teaching 
because he likes to watch kids’ 
knowledge grow. 
     Some of  Mr. Harris’ hobbies are 
going to the lake, boating, and 
kayaking. He is married and has three 
kids. 
     Fifth grader Makhi Smith said he is 
excited to have a male teacher. 
     “In all my years in elementary 

school, I’ve got a female teacher and 
I’ve always wanted a male,” he said. 
     Fifth grader Kennley Gwartney said 
that she thinks Mr. Harris is a good 
teacher. 
     “He is very chill,” she said. “He can 
be funny.” 
 

Meet Fifth Grade Teacher Mr. Harris 
by Abbi Hinkle, 5th Grade 

Peters and PTA Raise 
Funds for Playground 
by Gianna Bresciano and Riley Glidden, 
5th Grade 
 

     Peters recently held a “no sale” 
fundraiser to partner with PTA in pur-
chasing durable paint for the basketball 
court and track. The company that sells 
the paint offers many colorful designs 
including hopscotch, 4-square, and 
multiplication tables. 
     Students were encouraged to pick a 
day on a calendar and whichever day 
they selected equaled how much money 
they would donate. PTA is also having 
a Read-a-Thon fundraiser in October. 
     PTA co-president Becky Hinkle said 
they hoped to raise about $5,000 to pur-
chase the paints. Peters raised 
$4,601.00. 
     There were prizes for the classes 
who raised the most money. The class 
with the most money raised was Mrs. 
Davis in Pre-K. They will get a pizza 
party. Mrs. Brown’s Pre-K class will 
get a popcorn party for raising the sec-
ond highest amount. 
     Mrs. Weese said they haven’t decid-
ed which paint pictures to put on the 
playground yet. 
    “The PTA board will meet with the 
company to determine items,” Mrs. 
Weese said.  

Calendar Fundraiser Totals by Class 
 

L. Davis - $740.00 
S. Brown - $598.00 
Speaker - $513.00 

Bell - $364.00 
Rutz - $297.00 

Wozniak - $292.00 
Hillhouse - $279.00 

Edmoundson - $206.00 
K. Brown - $202.00 

Hall - $178.00 
Powell - $166.00 
Borgelt - $146.00 
Harris - $144.00 

Hammond - $142.00 
B. Davis - $99.00 

McDonald - $90.00 
Boyle - $75.00 

Harwood - $70.00 
 

Total - $4,601.00 
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The City of Ember 
By Jeanne DuPrau  
Book Review by Cian Beeman, 5th Grade 

 
     The City of 
Ember by 
Jeanne DuPrau 
is a book about 
an underground 
city that is dy-
ing. They are 
having constant 
blackouts, and 
are running out 
of food and sup-
plies. Lina and 
Doon are the 
main characters. They are trying to 
solve the mystery of the paper called 
“The Instructions.” Will they make it 
out of Ember while fighting evil, self-
ish, corrupt people like their own 
mayor? 
     In my opinion, The City of Ember is 
a good book. I love how there’s a prob-
lem in every chapter that Lina and 
Doon must face. Even though there are 
so many things in their way, Lina and 
Doon do not give up. I like how the 
mayor is making it hard for them to get 
out of Ember. 
     If you like adventure and mystery, 
then you should read The City of Em-
ber, too. Look for it in the Peters li-
brary. 
      

Bison or Redhawks? 

 
“Redhawks because you only have to 
change five letters from Redskins” - 
Londell Calloway, 4th Grade 
 
“I picked Bison because it is our state 
animal and it is what Indians used to 
eat and wear” - Nevaeh Hamilton, 4th 
Grade 
 
“I like Bison because the picture is nice 
and sometimes they have cool things 
they do” - Fernanda Flores, 3rd Grade 
 
“Union Bison because I like the animal. 
It is my favorite animal” - Stella 
Clarke, 2nd grade  
 
“Redhawks, because I think they are 
cooler than Bison” - Lucas Balint, 1st 
grade 

 

Ask the Panther 

 
Do you need advice? Send questions to 
the Paw Prints advice columnist. Re-
sponses will be published in the Ask 
the Panther column. All names will be 
kept anonymous. 
 
Put your questions in the Paw Prints 
box outside of Mr. Bowen’s classroom. 
 

     Has this situation ever happened in 
your classroom? In the middle of class 
while the teacher is talking, someone 
gets up and sharpens their pencil and it 
is very loud. Now the rest of the class 
has missed the teachers instructions.  
     These actions may not seem like a 
big deal to you but multiplied by about 
25 kids in a classroom, they are. Here 
are some things you could do to avoid 
disrupting class. In this situation you 
could bring an extra pencil, get a hand 
held sharpener, or check if your pencil 
is sharpened before class begins.  
     Your actions are like the butterfly 
effect. In this theory, a butterfly flap-
ping its wings could cause a hurri-
cane across the globe. This isn’t meant 

to be literal it’s just a metaphor. The 
idea is that your small action can 
make a impact on many other people. 
In my previous example a small action 
causes unintended consequences also 
causing students not to hear the instruc-
tions. That could result in several stu-
dents failing an assignment. 
     You should always think about how 
your actions effect others. Think about 
the golden rule, which is ‘’Treat others 
how you want to be treated.’’ By hav-
ing this as your motto you will avoid 
disrupting class and you will be a pleas-
ure to be around.  
 
Pictured to the right is first grader Sofia 
Escoto raising her hand during class. 

Start the Year By Showing Respect to Others 
Editorial by Bella Holt, 5th Grade 

 

Letters to the Editor 

 
Do you have a strong opinion about 
something related to Peters Elemen-
tary? Do you want to share your point 
of view with the Paw Prints readers? 
Write a letter to the editor explaining 
your opinion. Put your letter in the 
Paw Prints box outside of Mr. Bow-
en’s classroom it might be published in 
the next newspaper. 

One way to show support for Union’s new 
mascot was by putting coins in a Bison jar 
or a Redhawks jar. The money collected will 
be used for the school. Students in fourth 
and fifth grades will vote for the new mascot 
in October. 
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Thank you to this month’s sponsor, John Stewart of Stewart 
Business Forms. His donation of copy paper helps Paw Prints 
to be printed for all students free of charge. 

© 2021 Paw Prints, the student newspaper of Peters Elementary 
 

Gianna Bresciano, Editor-in-Chief 
Bella Holt, Assistant Editor 
 

Fourth grade staff writers: Ellison Beeman, Lilly Heinemann,  
Mackenzie Kupp, Mia Thomas 
 

Fifth grade staff writers: Cian Beeman, Noah Blacet, Isaiah Franco-
Portillo, Riley Glidden, Abbi Hinkle, Aniston Helms, McKenzie 
Martin, Eliah Molé, Sage Shell 

First graders Lahna Horvath, Ivy Hood, and Jaycee Torano using 
their tablets in Mrs. Wozniak’s class. 

Math  
Vocabulary 


