
September 8, 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

I have enrolled your child in the sixth grade course of a supplemental math program called Accelerated Math. 

This enrichment course is intended for students who are performing above grade level in math. The course 

consists of 102 core objectives based on Oklahoma’s sixth and seventh grade math standards. The course is not 

a replacement for regular fifth grade math; students are still expected to complete fifth grade math assignments 

unless exempted by their teacher. Students who master the first 82 objectives in the sixth grade Accelerated 

Math course will qualify to take a pre-algebra placement test, which will determine if they can enroll in pre-

algebra as a sixth-grader. As a general guideline, your child will need to master approximately 10 new 

objectives per month to remain on track for the placement test. 

 

In order to complete the extra math work, students will need to work on assignments both in school and at 

home. I am scheduling dedicated times throughout the week for students to come to my room for assistance 

with their Accelerated Math. However, this should not be the only time that students work on their assignments.  

I have created/compiled video tutorials for each of the sixth grade objectives: 

https://www.bowenpeters.com/6th-grade-accelerated-math.html. These are a good starting point for students 

when they reach unfamiliar content, but many students will need further assistance. For practice assignments, 

you are encouraged to help your child understand how to do the problems. For tests, please do not provide 

assistance with any problems so that students can demonstrate independent mastery of objectives. 

 

Participation in this program is not mandatory. It is a program provided to meet the educational needs of highly 

advanced students. If your child is frustrated or feeling too much pressure, keep in mind it is not necessary to 

continue. Your child will still have the option to enroll in the sixth grade advanced math course next year 

instead of pre-algebra. 

 

Please note that in order to succeed at the pace required in future advanced courses, students will need to 

possess two key characteristics: a high aptitude for mathematics and a strong work ethic. Many students have 

the math ability to succeed, but are not willing to do the extra math work that the course will require of them.  

This level of coursework may require extra time for math daily until your child graduates from high school. 

Please consider carefully whether your child will have a rewarding experience in such an environment. It is 

preferable to have a confident, happy student who is one year ahead in math (the advanced math track) rather 

than a frustrated student who struggles to work two years ahead (the pre-algebra track). 

 

Included are three informational documents: 

1) A checklist of all sixth grade Accelerated Math objectives 

2) A guide for accessing Accelerated Math online 

3) Union’s math course progression flowchart for sixth through 12th grades 

 

Please contact me if you have any questions about this program. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Emmet Bowen 

Enrichment Specialist 

Peters/Ochoa Elementary 

918-357-6731 (Peters, M/W/F) 

918-357-8417 (Ochoa, T/TH) 

bowen.emmet@unionps.org 
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